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CORONA

FY 1971 - FY 1974

CORONA is a satellite photographic scarch and surveil-
laace system with tvo (2) recoverable capsules for retrieval
of exposed film. Tt= space vehicle, which ircludes the pay-
load and Agena control vehicle, is launched ! rom Vandenberg
Air Force Base by a thrust augmented THORAD hooster. The
system is commanded and councrolled by the Air Force worldwide
tracking network. Fzacovery is generally by air snatch r~rth
of Hawaii.

The camera system contains 160 pounds of film (16,000
feet of thin base film, or about 24,000 feet of ultra thin
base film, for each :amera). The system achieves roughly
10,000,000 square miles of coverage per mission.

The J-3 version of the CORONA payload, operating at an
altitude of approximately 85 nautical miles with about =even
foot resolution, will be employed through FY 1972, All syslems
flown will incorporate the digital shift register stored com-
mand system and use ultra thin base film.

The Planning Es :imate is based upon the following launch
schedule options:

FY 1970 FY 1971 FY 1972

Option I ) 5 2

Option II 5 5 5

All systems reflected under Option I are on contract.
Work at Itek, Boston has been completed with the exception
of a refurhishment o° System CR-8, and the Systems Analysis.
Deliveries at G.E. are complete except for certain life limited
components and retest which may be required of CR-8 SRV's.




Option II provides for net additive cosi for procure-
ment of three (3) additional CCRONA J-3 paylcads for launch
in FY 1972. The Plarnning Estimrte is based onr: an affirmative
decision being made iii December 1969. The Planniag Estimate
is also hascd on phasing out of the CCRONA Program in FY 1972,

The bLelow figures reaffirm our previous Y 1570 througl
FY 1972 estimates; however, thev do not inclulde costs to move
the AP Facility to ILNMSC, Sunnyvale, A study is currently under
way to examine the feasibilivy and cost of such a move. At
this point in time, it is estimated that this cost would be
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